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éelebration To Mark Colchester’s 275th Anniversary

; The boundaries remain essen-|Lain who had set up claim to the from the natives. A commission been purchased legally by the Land grants were almost al- part of New London County.

By ODETTE BENTLEY

COLCHESTER — The Con- tially the same as they were set vast territory known as the was appointed 1o look into the proprietors.

necticut Colony General Court Up 75 years ago, except that Mobegan Hunting Grounds, had matter. The court decreed that| The Indians again appealed fo that “he come and settle 8mong then as foday, were the select- Minister.

at Hartford granted permission the southern end of Colchester been filled with rum and cheat-|the Colchester land should be the crown and the case was fi- us with all convenient speed.” If portant School Master Hired
for seitlement of a new “planta. eXtended as far as what is now ed out of the land with a pay- returned fo the Indians in Au- nally tried and settied in Eng- a man given an allotment of :::k;m-: gfx:mmlh eeofl
land. The decision, announced land failed to move to Colches giable who doubled as tax|

tion,” later named Colchester Music Vale Road in Salem and ment of only five or six shill- gust 1765

Oct. 13, 1638, in the old Mohegan the boundary took in ings. | Conmecticut appealed, but a in Hartford in February 1767, ter, his allotment was with-

hunting grounds. part of Marlborough to the Four Sigmed Agreement Ireview commission granted in|%as in favor of the colony. drawn and given to someone
The court coafirmed the boun- Corners. Actually ea Oct. 8, 1640, Un- 1706 was never used. Interest jn| Colchester was part of the clse.

daries of the new town the fol- This land purchase lead to cus had signed an agreement the controversy dwindied. [last tract of land officially| Special efforts were made to

Jowing May and the proprietors one of the longest and most With the colonial governmenl Googngs Assigned |wrested from the Indians. attract men of especially valua-

purchased the land from the costly law suits in Connecticut’s Which the coknials thought was, "o ™ In the ) ble The tanner, the

|
Mohegans. Nathaniel Foote of history. a true deed of purchase and a n COM-lof the fown began about 1791, saw or grist mill operatar or the
Wetheraficld acted s their| The Indians claimed that Ow. sale of all Mohegan lands In ;“‘";' BT s "‘"’;"h:‘ land was divided, olficers cho- blacksmith.
agent. eneco, soa of Uncus, the chiel- S%nn;«'ﬂ’ﬁ:’ag:l:‘:h;rl:‘n:; =2 nhfm»ed b’ the /50 and home life in the wilder-, The rllnnl‘ ‘:-m xtn-:‘t probably
J. 8 X i ; decision begun.
planted by tbe Indians. [ 8o . Thas| "G early Colchester, division Road ‘and nm':'nydw?&k:
gh the {matters stood for 20 yea™s. ot jand was done by lot, which extension down South Main
bly considered its title to the| Then, In January 1742, the among the seltlers was con- Streel.
Iand.lceo.tvmzd. legal beyond | stroed as leaving the judgment| Most of the earliest home lots

it
void the ;owm;r between the to God, dmu;u relieving the seem 1o have centered in this

mach embar- area and the first meetin
mittee was appointed to oblain Mohegan Indians, rassment. house was on Old Hebron Road‘

a quit claim upoa reasonsble| It decreed that the Indians Lets Drawm The seftlement first was at-

lerms. bad been given encugh land ca| All eligible persons drew lots 'tached to the New Londoa Coun-
The effort failed and a com- which to live between Norwich and chose their land one

|plaint was made to England and New London and that land the other, according to the num- part of Hartford Cousty. In

;ngﬁmldecolmylwuhﬂiu\mudbmmulmhdbﬁo(mht 11784, it became a permanent

HUB FORD OPEN
GOLF TOURNAMENT

During Colchester’'s 275th Anniversary

CHANTICLAIR GOLF COURSE
Old Hebron Rd., Colchester, Ct.  Tel. 537-3223

Aug.2,3,485
Entry Fee $10.00

Registrations are now being accepted
USGA has ruled that amateurs may participate in this

e WIN A FORD PINTO

Tournament sponsored by:
HUB FORD, Norwich Ave., Colchester, Ct.
end CHANTICLAIR GOLF COURSE
Old Hebron Road, Colchester, Ct.
ALL HANDICAPS BASED ON CALLAWAY SYSTEM
PRIZES ' =

e Ford Pinto for closest to hole on 4th green
e $100 Gift Certificate from Zygmund's Sportswear for
2nd closest to hole on &th green

e $30 Gift Certiticate from Gono's Power Equipment
for 3rd closest to hole on 4th green

LOW GROSS LOW NET

1.$75 Gift Cortificate $75 Gift Certificate

2. 350 Gift Certificate $50 Gift Certificate

3.9$35 Gift Cortificate $35 Gift Cortificate

4.$25 Gift Certificate $25 Gift Certificate .
5.813Gift Cortificate $15 Gift Cortificate

R S
Plus drawing of o Tappan Air Conditioner, 6000 BTU
Given by Colchester Plumbing Supply

after Ly, until 1708, when it was mde'

collector.

Residents three taxes: to
ways made with the coedition  The maest important officers, | the colony, p&ldm and the

‘The first school master was
| Concluded on Following Page

|

I

L
Celebration

Of Anniversary
Continued from Preceding Page

hired in 1707 “‘to keep school for
two or three months,” and the
school house was completed in
{1711, By 1716, a new school
house was erected where Old
Bacon Academy now stands,
and a year later, the town had
grown enough to warrant two
more new schools.

Residents were granted ‘“the
liberty to embody themselves
into church estate” by the Gen-
eral Court in 1703. The Rev.
John Bulkeley, an original town
proprietor, was the pastor.

A new meeting house was fin-
ished in 1715 in the general area
of the Colchester Federated
Church, the last of four build-
ings to house its congregation.
The meeting house and a
church built in 1771 were torn
down.

Two distinct parishes were set
off from the original society
during the pastorate of Rev.
Bulkeley who died June 10, 1731.

Society in 1727.

Residents of the western por-
tion of the town also petitioned
the General Court to he made a
distinet society in 1728. Permis-
|sion was granted for the third
society, known as the West So-
ciety of Colchester, laler shor-
‘tened to Westchester.

The “southerly farmers” (Sal-|
em) organized the New Salem|




THE HARTFORD COURANT: Sunday, July 22, 1973

1824: Forming of the Borough

COLCHESTER — From the differed from those of the farm- new highways, streets and pub-' The Civil War found the com-

community life cen- ers who did not live close 10 jic walks.

pany in a splendid position to

beginning !
tered around the First Society each other.

meeting house. Which also be-| Created by the General As-
sembly, the borough which is

|

|
‘a

came the center of commerce,
surrounded on all sides by pros-

erned by

S Wardoa o Bu; made to get control and lay out

ough’s 25 years, although sever-
ul attempts were

!Center Green as it is today.

| By 1830, Colchester’s fame as
an educational center dimin-
ished because other academies|
sprung up in other sections of |
the state and nation.

The number of tuition pupils
{lessened and the academy's ef-

K nuisances within the borough.”

a8 incorporated| It had the power to levy taxes
In 1824 because the needs of|(boroufh residents pay taxes to
town residents and merchants'the town as well) and to lay out

_:%:::i; in a slump.!
3 HARR Y’S P '.ACE Nau\aniellr“l::;‘ward founded

FOROVER 40 YEARS the Hayward Rubber Co. here
H in 1847. Untold prosperity fol-
For Its b‘ivxeddl then, there had been!
n y re

Hotdogs And Hamburgers anly sxlnaélmit@musdtria. besides

Nalf-vay Betwoen Hartford early saw mills.
Broadway, - e : Hayward, a young livery sta-
) Golchester - off Rt. 2, Take Colchester Business Exit. ble owner in Boston, became in-

terested in the manufacture
——————————————==>'| ' Indian Rubber in 1834 When he

saw President Andrew Jackson
wearing a suit of waterproof

WM Phone 537-5915  uevors

History shows little village reap the benefits of government
limprovement during the bor. contracts. Gov. William A

1Ruckingham. also served as the
fimr's secretary-treasurer. a sit-
vation which apparently was
not considered a conflict of in-
terest at the time

| Colchester sent 205 soldiers

to the front besides contributing
a considerable number to the
quota of adjoining towns.

Moving Force

The rubber company undoubt-
edly was the moving force be-
hind the incorporation of the
Colchester Railway Co. in 1876.
William H. Hayward, Nathan-
iel's son, was its first president.

To take care of the large vol-
ume of business being transact-
ed in town, the Colchester Sav-
ings Bank was formed in 1874.
It prospered during the life of
the rubber plant, its deposits
reaching a total of $300,000.

The high price of rubber and
unfair trading practices began
to plague the local firm which

to shut down for periods of
time during the 1880s.

The rubber plant closed its

¥ :mm'z :&mthm doors as usual in 1893, ostensi-

COLCHESTER PACKAGE STORE Hayward, with his partner, (Pl for the Christmas holidays,

. Henry Burr, had opened a rub- nevber fo open .“";;e'n”l Us.

18 Main 51.—Open Men.-Sat. 8 to 8 ber ‘shoe factory in Lisbon,|Rubber Co. bought the mill out-

FREE DELIVERY Conn. in 164, It was so success- "16nt and transferred elsewhere.

to Colchester, East Hampton, Cobalt ful that they were soon Wﬂl'-vﬁe 'mml @M%pfermw::ﬁ

Middle Haddam, Portland | |around for a place to expand. | 444 killed by the rubber trust

. TED SWEET " i oo gt da;'!'* and the town from which il
BEER  JACK SWANSON  CcORDIALS er of the prominent Isham fam- |y v its name is dying by inch-

ily of Colchester. Mrs. Burr
wanted to return to her native|
town. |
Economics played no part in
the selecting Colchester for the
new plant site. The choice was
based on a woman’s whim.

D.H. MARVIN & SON; INC. -

FAI"A“IBAWN | At that time, C?’”'*’n‘?’ had
GARDEN EQUIPMENT |no transportation faci tI.Q s/
.2 A |whatever, It was about 20 miles
Sales, Rontals, & Service — |from any waterf\ny. Rﬁllmds!
in St. were in their infancy. cost |
South Main St., Colchester o Caking oves B0 5t sl
LOREN W, MARVIN 537-2344 of country roads would add sub-
|stantially to the cost of the fin-
lished product.
| Firm Thrived

Nevertheless, the firm
thrived. From a capital invest-
ment of $100,000, it grew,
through capitalization of profits,
to $500,000 and an annual output
‘of $2 million. The payroll was
some $300,000 or more yearly.

Early in the company’s histo-
ry, it became necessary to im-

es from the gangreene of the fa-
tal wound inflicted upon it by
the same ruthless monster . . ."
Modern historian Barbara
Brown writes, “Thus the public,
with its innate dislike and dis-
trust of big business, blamed
the totally innocent ‘rubber
trust,’ little realizing that the
end would have come anyway.
In its weakened financial condi-
tion, the company would never
have survived the panic of 1893,
one of the worst business crises
of American economic history.
“Colchester having risen to

|diuy heights, was due for a fall,

and the fall was a hard one.
Then and ever since, it has had
to pay the price for a moment
of glory which was based on
poor economic planning.
Exodus

“The Hayward Rubber Co.
lasted as long as it did because
it got in on the ground floor of a

port workers and a tremendous hooming pioneer industry, but
linflux of Irish immigrants re- iy the competitive world of the
sulted. A Roman Catholic 20th-century business, it was
church became a necessity. doomed to failure,” she con-
Although the population of the| cludes.
town increased by about 1,000, An exodus of the rubber work-
Colchester remained an inde-|ers came after the closing of the
pendent community and lived mill. The 1900 U.S. census
mostly on the products of its/shows a population drop of

A FABULOUS SHOP TO VISIT

Thousands of items, including Powter, Glass, Wood, Iren & Brass
Decorative Accessories, Clocks, Plotures, Lifetime Hand Porged
Tools, Fire Bcreens, Weathervanes ste, Over 500 Lamps & Lighting

fixtures, Tin Chandeliers. Copper Lanterns, Forged Blaok Rullder
Hardware.

sofl.
All kinds of religious, loﬂnl.‘
|cultural, musical, educational,|
athletic and recreational activi-|
ties flourished.

Hayward was never the tradi-
tional paternalistic mill owner,
but he played, on a minor scale,
the role of the 19th-century phi-
lanthropist,

From 1852 to 1879, the office
of borough warden was held by
key men in the rubber mill, be-
| ginning with Hayward himself,
‘There is no evidence of undue
| influence on local politics, how-
ever.

PINE-MAPLE CHERRY & UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE

Hartford Road, Colchester, Conn 837-3012 |

Open Daily 9:30-5:30: Sun. 11:00-5:30, Closed Mon. & Tues.

[ —— A ——sa

about 1,000

A leather shoe factory, estab-
lished to take the place of the
rubber mill, soon failed. Then
the canning factory, the cream-
ery and the bank wound up
their affairs and became an-
cient history.

The 200th anniversary of the
founding of the town saw Col-
chester at its lowest ebb,

In 1908, the entire plant of the
Hawyard Rubber Co. on Mill
Street, was burned to the
ground by a fire of mysterious
origin,
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Society for Savings is pleased
to invite you to see the amazing
Professor Charles MacArthur and
his magnificent balloon,
The Henry David Thoreau.

...0NE DAT ONLY

Saturday, August 4th
on the Village Green

HAPPY 279TH |
GOLCHESTER!

&~

All are most welcome to attend the

{GRAND ASCENSION

oo
QI':‘.‘

Festivities begin at approximately

7:00 P.M.

%0 Society for Savings %

Mesiber 1 DLL

» South Main Street, Colchestor, |

Telaphone : 5372308

1824: Forming of the Borough

COLCHESTER — From the differed from those of the farm-
inning community life cen-'ers who did not live close to
tered around the First Society each other.
meeting house. Which also be-' Created by the General A
came the center of commerce, sembly, the borough which is
surrounded on all sides by pros- still in existence, is governed by
perous farms. a Board of Warden and Bur-
Under the leadership of Dr. |gesses, which is empowered to
John R. Watrous it was decided|make laws.
to form the Borough of Colches-| The early borough govern-
tern an independent political ent-|ment was concerned with the’
ity within the town. Watrous|regulation of ‘‘markets and
was the first warden. |nuisances within the borough.”
‘The borough was incorporated| It had the power to levy taxes
In 1824 because the needs of|(borouh residents pay taxes to
town residents and mer the town as well) and to lay out

- HARRY’S PLACE

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Famous For Its
Hotdogs And Hamburgers

Half-way Between Hartford And New London
Broadway, Colchester - off Rt. 2, Take Colchester Business Exit.

" ficiency declined

new highways, streets and pub-| The Civil War found the com-
lic walks pany in a splendid position to
History shows little village|reap the benefits of government
mprovement during the bor-/contracts William A.
|ough's 25 years, although sever-| Buckingham, rved as the
|al unsuccessful attempts were fimr’s secretary-treasurer. a sit-
|made to get control and lay out Vation which apparently was|
Center Green as it is today. not considered a conflict of m~‘
By 1830, Colchester’s fame as ((‘V:" at the time.
an educational center dimin.| Colchester sent “05 soldiers
|ished because other academies|to the front besides contributing
sprung up in ofher sections of 3 considerable_number to-the
the state and nation, | quota of adjoining towns
| The number of tuition pupils| Movit
(lessened and the academy’s ef.| The rubber company undoubt-
edly was the moving force be-|
. slump, hind the incorporation of the
e et omes 10 & SWDD cotheter Rallway Co. n 1878
‘cﬁ,,,my Founded William H. Hayward, Nath
Nathaniel Hayward _founded|ie's son. was its first p
the Hayward Rubber Co. here| To take care of the lary
in 1847, Untold prosperity fol-| Ume of business being trans
Jowed. |ed in town, the Colchester §
Until then, there had been|ings Bank was formed in 1874
only small industries, besides|It Prospered during the life of
the early grist and saw mills, | the rubber plant, its deposits|
‘Hayward, a young livery sta-|eaching a total of $300,00.
ble owner in Boston, became in-| The high price of rubber and
terested in the manufacture of UfAIr trading practices began
Indian Rubber in 1634 when he|t© Plague the local firm which
saw President Andrew Jackson| 12 o shut down for periods of
wearing a suit of waterproof | me during the 1600s.

WINES  Phone 537-5915  uovors
COLCHESTER PACKAGE STORE

18 Main 5t.—Open Mon.-Sat. 8 to 8
FREE DELIVERY
to Colchester, East Hampton, Cobalt
Middle Haddam, Portland

clothes given by a manufacturer| , "¢ a.?jhgﬁzl 1::‘““'1!&;"‘;:&";"5
At . bly for the Christmas holidays,
jetayward, with his PArOST pever 1o apen again. The U.S
bor choe. Tatory i - Lisbon, | Rubber Co. bought the mill out-
soRle Sy 1 Oe " | right and transferred elsewhere.
Conn. in 104, 1t was so success: 411 4 lranserred clsewhere.
ful that they were soon looking| “The_borough of Colchester i
ou for o Dlace (o bapend, 1| dead. Killed by the rubber trust,
[iorurt was married fo a daueh-lond “the. town from wich i
tr of the prominent Isham fam-| e it name is dying by incl
{lly of Colchester. Mrs. Burr|o 'som 'ihe gangreene of the fa-
wanted to return to her nativei,; wound inflicted upon it by

TED SWEET

BEER JACK SWANSON CORDIALS

joyn. |he same ruthless monster . . .|
Economics played no part [ " Sme flibless monster. -
the selecting Colcheser for the /ot IHOTER B AXD A8

D.H. MARVIN & SON, INC. 1

FARM, LAWN J

AND
GARDEN EQUIPMENT
Sales, Rentals, & Service

South Main St., Colchester

new plant site. The choice was| iy jis innate dislike and dis-
based on a woman's Whim. - ¢ygt ‘of- big business, blamed
At that time, Colchester had g~ toally innocent ‘rubber
no transportation facilities g it realizing that the
Whatever. It was about 20 miles|nq \youig have come anyway.
|from any water way. Railroads, 1, its'weakened financial condi-
were in their infancy. The c0stiion,"(he company would never
of trucking over these 20 miles vt curvived the panic of 1007
Jof country roads would add sub- ' he worst bisines crises
|stantially to the cost of the fin-| of American economic history.
ished product | “Colchester having risen to|
| Firm Thrived | dizzy heights, was due for a fall,
Nevertheless, the firm gn the fall was & hard one
thrived. From a capital invest- Then and ever since, it has had
o pay the price for a moment

LOREN W. MARVIN 537-2344 f nent of i, it grew,
NrweEe—— |through capitalization of profits,
— o= By

THE COLCRESTER FORGE
GIFTS
EARLY AHERICAN FURKITURE

ESSORIES,

A FABULOUS SHOP TO VISIT

f items, including Pewter, Glass, Wood, Tron & Brass
Docorative Accessories, Clocks, Pictures, Lifetime Hand Porged
Tools, Fire Screens, Weathervanes otc. Over 500 Lamps & Lighting
fixtures, Tin Chandeliers, Copper Lanterns, Forged Blaok Builder
Hardware,

CHERRY & UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE

Hartford Road
Open Daily 9:30-5

‘lchester, Conn. 537-2012
30: Sun. 11:00-5:30; Closed Mon, & Tues.

of glory which was based on
fo $500,000 and an annual output| poor economic planning.
of §2 million. The payroll was|Exodus
|some $300,000 or more yearly. | “The Hayward Rubber Co
‘ Barly in the company’s histo-|Jasted as long as it did because
[Ty it became necessary to im-it got in on the ground floor of a
port workers and a tremendous | booming pioneer industry, but
/influx of Irish immigrants re- iy the competitive world of the
{sulted. A Roman Catholic agth-century business, it was
|church became a necessity. — doomed to failure,” she con-|
Although the population of the  cludes
town increased by about 1,
Colchester remained an inde- | er:

xodus of the rubber work-
after the closing of the
pendent community and lived mill. The 1900 U.S. census
mostly on the products of itsshows a population drop of
1soll. | about 1,000,

All kinds of religious, social,| A leather shoe factory, estab-
cultural, musical, educational. lished to take the place of the|
|athletic'and recreational activi-|rubber mill, soon failed. Then
ties flourished. |the canning Tactory, the cream-
Hayward was never the tradi-/ery and the bank wound up|
tional paternalistic mill owner,their aifairs and became an~‘
but he played, on a minor scale, | cient history |
the role of the 19th-century phi-| The 200th anniversary of the|
lanthropist founding of the town saw Col-|

From 1852 to 1879, the officechester a ifs lowes ebb.
of borough warden was held by| I 1905, the entire plant of the
Key men in the rubber mill, be-| Hawyard Rubber Co. on Mil
ginning with Hayward himself.|Street, was burned fo mg"
|

|There s no-evidence of undue | ground by a fire of mysterious
influence on local politics, how- | origin,
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| HUB FORD OPEN

AUG. 2, 3, 4 & 5th
ENTRY FEE $10.00
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$400 in Merchandise

All Handicaps Based on the Callaway System
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|« ®FORDPINTO FOR CLOSEST TO HOLE ON 4th GREEN
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hired in 1707 “to keep school for|
ttwo or three months,” and the|
. (school hou

emy now  stands,
‘|and a year later, the town had
*f‘ igmwn enough to warrant two
1{more new schools. |
‘| Residents were granted “the|
liberty to embody themselves|
into church estate” by the Gen-
eral Court in 1703. ‘The Rev.
John Bulkele; n original town |

oy
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the Colchester
hurch, the
ings o fouse its congregation. |
B (The meeting house and a
% [church built in 1771 were torn
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st of four build- |
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For 2nd Closest Ath Green
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE From Gano's Power Equipment for 3rd Closest to Hole on 4th Green
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Flus Drawing of a Tappan Air Conditioner 6000 BTU Given

CHANTICLAIR GOLF

OLD HEBRON RD., COLCHESTER, CT. 537-3233 ¢t
Reserve Starting Time Now ® Call Stacey Bennett, Pro-537-3233

Quality Automobihé and Professional Care
COLCHESTER,CO_NN. 537:2301
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o

olchester Plumbing

| down

Two distinct parishy
i [off from the original society

LOW NET § |during the pastorate of Rev.
. t Bulkeley who died June 10, 1731.

s were set|

The “southerly farmers” (Sal-|

/|em) organized the New Salem

| Society in 1727, |
{| Residents of the western por-|

Eltion of the town also petitioned
couRsE : the General Court to be made a

distinct society in 1728. Permis- |

granted for the third |

|society, knovn as the West So-
+|ciety of Colchester, later shor
| tened to Westchester.
|
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We Are Proud to
be a Part of
Colchester’s

275th Anniversary

BEN & LEO'S
SUPERMARKET

1 Broadway
Colchester




Colchester’s 275th Anniversary

Celebration Calendar

July 26

Celebration eve Kkickoff,
balloon fair, Tri-Towne
Shopping Plaza, 7 p.m.
July 27

Period costumes fashion
show, Colchester Federated
Church, 8 p.m.

Square dancing, Bacon
Academy gym, 8 p.m,
July 28

Doll carriage and tricycle
parade, Center Green, 10
a.m.

Track and field day, Ba-
con Academy field, noon.

Heritage Ball with Bobby
Kaye and his orchestra,
main tent on Center Green,
9 p.m.

Auction of first 10 Histori-
cal Society commemorative
coins minted, during ball, &
p.m.

July 29

Pancake breakfast, main
tent on Green, 7 a.m.

Anniversary road race,
Center Green, 2 p.m.

Moodus Drum and Fife

Corps, Center Green, 3 p.m.

Country and Western
Night with Frankie Knick
and His Country Knights,
main tent on Green, 7 p.m.
July 30

Baseball Game, Sam
Slavkin Field, Old Hebron
Road, 6 p.m.

July 31

Game Night — continuous
bingo, main tent on Green, 8
p.m.

Aug. 1

Baseball game,
School, 6 p.m.

Ecumenical services,
main tent on Green, 7 p.m.

Open talent night, main
tent on Green, 8:30 p.m,
Aug. 2:

Hub Ford Open, Chanti-
clair Gold Course, 6 a.m.

State lottery drawing,
main tent on Green, 10 a.m.

“The Happening” with
music by the Flat Rocks,
main tent on Green, 8 p.m,
Aug 3

Hub Ford Open, Chanti-

Central

clair Gold Course, 6 a.m.

Beerfest, main tent, 4
p.m.

Nathan Hale Ancient
Fifes and Drums, Center
Green, 7:30 p.m,

Aug. 4

Hub Ford Open, Chanti-
clair Golf Course, 6 a.m.

Auction, Center Green, 10
am,

Parade, Center Green, 2
p.m.; followed by *19th
Century” balloon ascension
on the green.

Chicken barbecue, Feder-
ated Church, 4 p.m.

Beerfest, main tent, on
green, 4 p.m,

Aug 5

Hub Ford Open, Chanti-
clair Golf Course, 6 a.m,

Babe Ruth League raffle,
main tent, on green, 2 p.m,

Beard contest, main tent,
on green, 3 p.m,

Beerfest, main tent, on
green, 4 p.m,

Hub Ford Open Awards,
main tent on Green, 9:30
p.m.

-

-
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CONNECTICUT 2,

A Party
300 Years
In The
Making

By TRACY GORDON FOX
Courant Staff Writer

COLCHESTER — The biggest
bash in the town's 300-year history
culminated over the weekend with
a gala ball, a mammoth parade
and an immense fireworks display
that lit up the rural night sky.

In the 300 years since Colchester
was incorporated, it has been
home to immigrants who worked
on farms, in industry and resorts.
During the past six months, that
rich history has been relived
through tours of historic buildings
and sites, a Civil War re-enact-
ment and a colonial fashion show.

This weekend, the town came to-
gether to party, enjoying the kind
of celebration that only comes
around every few centuries.

“It was just magnificent. The
streets were lined with people. It
chokes you up,” said First Select-
woman Jenny Contois, who wore
a multicolored colonial dress and

a Victorian straw hat, as she rode-

in the parade on a white Victorian
horse and carriage used in the
filming of the movie “Amistad.”

Along with state Attorney Gen-
eral Richard Blumenthal and oth-
er political dignitaries, a family
from Colchester, England, joined
the festivities.

Greg and Jane McCausland had
visited Colchester several times
before, and decided to come back
for the 300th anniversary. They
made their formal debut at the
ball, after attending some local
cocktail parties, and were given a
hardcover book that details the
town's 300 years.

Colchester is 10 times larger
than its sister city in Connecticut,
but the McCauslands have come to
feel at home here.

“I think it's brilliant,” Jane
McCausland said of the town.
“This part of the state is so nice.”

They watched as marching
bands, color guards, firetrucks,
bagpipe groups and 25 floats
marched down the 2-mile parade
route, celebrating history.

Among the floats were a tower-
ing, three-tiered birthday cake,
replicas of historical buildings
and churches, and one called
“How Times Have Changed.” This
float carried an outhouse and a
spinning wheel on one side, with
an exercise bicycle and a comput-
er terminal on the other.

“Such a change. When I was a
kid, we didn’t have electricity,”
said Catherine Korostek, who has
lived in Colchester all her 77 years
and watched from the town green
as the parade wound along South
Main Street.

Lauren Chmielecki, who
marched in the town’s high school
band with her twin sister, Kelly,
felt the historical significance of
the day.

Please see COLCHESTER, Page A4
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"It hit me watching all the people
dressed up In old costumes,” she
sald

“It was like the whole town was
there,” said Kelly, “It was the only
time in our lfetime we're ever go
ing to have this parade. Nol every
one has a wicentennial.”

The weekend's festivities began
Saturday night, when the gymnasi-
um of Bacon Academy, the town's
high school. was transformed into
an elegant ballroom, complete with
a bellshaped chandelier made of
tiny lights hanging from the ceiling.

The bleachers in the gym were
coneealed by white curtains and the
lights were dimmed, except for the
flashing lights on the ballroom
dinee Noor, where guests young
and oki, moved to a live band.

Tables were adorned with bou
quets of white roses, and each guest
received a blue and silver box of
chocolates. Most guests arrived in
elegant ball gowns or tuxedos. oth
ers dressed in colonialera clothing
wearing mop hats and even George
Washington-style wigs.

The party emded Sunday night at
the town's parks amd recreation
fleld, with a 3 minute fireworks
display that included a dazzling 10-
minute finake. About 15000 people
tumed out to say happy birthday to
Colchester
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Hlstory Lives In Tended Cemeteries

By MARK SPENCER Ll ox. -~ individuals — l»llmd‘lnd!lnlﬂ:
Courant Correspondent verant, became first —_— 3 poar whites — were discovered
president of the local historical so- vl @ the cemetery in 1995 by local histo-
COLCHESTER — At 81 yearsold, clety 40 years agn, said preserving A rian Abraham Abdul Hagqq.
Israel Liverant has a ready answer the cemeteries and learning about ! [\] LINWOOD Haqq, working with a group of
for those who ask if he's lived in them is important. N middle school children, found the
town all his life, "If you disregard your past, you | PONEMAH CEMETERY —~g % simply marked graves under inch
“ don’t have much future,” he said | CEMETERY i;\@ es of dirt and grass, victims of ne-
e @ COLCHESTER JEWSH 7 N @ “:“...ﬁ erosion on the hillside
r 1% oel 3
swer s 19 COLCHESTER CEMETERY (e o | “The Rev. Brica Wimber Avens,
propriate CEMETERY RD. (16) ANCIENT BURIAL | ctor of the Colchester Federated
for a man “It's important to remember the | » GROUND Church, uldr:ku m t:hl';
who has ‘then’ people. Those were the 2 0 member the pi
an abiding ple who bullt what we now mj:;’ /7 / "‘ston‘ cemeteries Colchester’s ancestors.
Interest in Those people may have been W Five of Colchester's historic “In a very concrete way, it keeps
Colches- prominent or wealthy withnames | WESTCHESTER  cemeteries have been featured in a 9| s honest about who we are 85 8
ter's histo- still remembered today, such as CEMETERY - brochure recently released as part of community, what mistakes we've
ry and the Pierpont Bacon, who was one of the town's tricentennial celebrations. made and what we've done well,"
the town's founders and d d she sald “It's only from that hon-
who lived money for the original Bacon The Hartlord Couant — ogty that truly significant change
—and died Academy. He Is burled in the An can be made.”
— here. As the town celebrates its cient Burial Grounds, located next people with little or no soclal prestigious Bacon Academy. Concern for local historic ceme-
300th anniversary, interest is to the Colchester Federated standing at the time whose names  Many of them also were buried teries got a boost in the early 1990s,
growing in some of the most visi- Church, across from the town soon forgotten despite what &t the Ancient Burial Grounds, when a relative of John Bulkeley,

ble reminders of those who have

green.

which dates back to the early

 Schedule of events

B Colchester will be celebrating its tricentennial with a series of

. events that concludes with a grand ball, parade and fireworks on
. the weekend of Oct. 10 and 11. Here is a list of upcoming events:

Sunday, July 5: There will be a Sunday, Aug. 30: The Roberts
family day on the town green  Brothers Circus will perform
from noon to 8 p.m., during from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
which old-fashioned gameswill recreation complex. Advance

be played, including baseball
and croquet. There will also be
a doll carriage/tricycle parade

. Saturday, Aug. 8: There will be a

tickets are are $6 for adults, $4
for children. At the gate, tickets
will cost $8 for adults and $5 for

and two concerts. children.
snmm 25: The Historical  Sunday, Sept. 13: A vintage fash-
. Society Craft Show and Muster  ion show and luncheon is sched-
* takes place on the town green.  uled at the St. Andrew’s Church
There is a $2 admission tothe ~ on Norwich Avenue. Models will
. craft show; the muster is free.  range from children to senior
.

citizens and will wear clothing
from colonial times to present.

Continued from Page B1

the town’s first minister, visited
the Ancient Burial Grounds and
was dismayed at its condition. The
cemetery had become overgrown
with knee-high grass, poison ivy
and fallen branches.

A letter from Peter Bulkeley to
the local paper and his $5,000 con-
tribution prompted a renovation
project. The Colchester Historical
Society, local businesses and indi-
viduals also donated money to
clean the cemetery, replace the
weed-covered chain-link fence
with a stone post and wooden-rail
fence and purchase a wrought-iron
gate, which will be dedicated in
August.

slaves who labored to build 1700s. The graves of about 70 such Please see HISTORY, Page BS
“The town got to work and rolled
Hlsto up its sleeves,” Liverant said. “It's

beautiful now.”

The town also formed a cemetery
tours committee, which recently
released a brochure containing
maps and information about the
Ancient Burial Grounds and Lin-
wood, Westchester, Ponemah and
the Jewish cemeteries. Volunteers
with the group conducted tours
and did gravestone rubbings in
May.

Sylvina von Plachecki said addi-
tional tours may be scheduled if-
there is enough interest. The bro-
chure is available in the town
clerk’s office at town hall, 127 Nor-
wich Ave.

The brochure includes the histo-
ry of the cemeteries and a short
glossary of the meaning of various
images than can be found on
gravestones.

history tour from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., followed by a Founder's

. Day ceremony at 2:30 p.m. at

the Ancient Burial Grounds. A

. dinner and dance for Bacon

Academy alumni is scheduled at
5 p.m. at the Ramada Inn in
Norwich. Tickets are $30.

Sunday, Aug. 9: A Fun Road Race

* will start at2 p.m., from the old

Bacon Academy to the new

- Bacon Academy. Prior to the

race, there will be an art exhibit

. at 11 a.m. on the town green,
. with artwork by Colchester stu-
+ dents. A concert on the town

green follows at 6 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 23: Colchester cele-
brates its heritage at 6 p.m. on
the town green. The festival
includes music, a brief historical

* narrative, dances and skits. The
+ rain location is the new Bacon

Academy.

The luncheon costs $6 per per-
son, and reservations are
required. Call 537-3911.

Saturday, Oct. 10: A grand ball
will be held in the gym of the
new Bacon Academy. Guests
may wear clothing from the
colonial era or modern times.

Dinner will be served and there

will be a live band. The price
will be announced.

Sunday, Oct. 11: A tricentennial
parade will be held at 1 p.m.,
featuring fife and drum corps,
marching bands, bagpipe
bands, horse and crriages and
antique cars. After the parade,
there will be a farm
market/country store on the

town green and demonstrations

by the Mohegan Indians.

At dusk, a fireworks show will
take place at the parks and
recreation field off Hebron

Avenue. The rain date is Oct. 12.




